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TO: Department of State

INFO: Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney, US Mission Geneva,
o Port Moresby, Taipei, Tokyo, Wellington

FROM: Amembassy CANBERRA DATE: July 5, 1978

E.O0. 11652: N/A
TAGS: PLOS, AS

SUBJECT: Premiers' Conference Reaches Agreement on States
Control of the Sea Bed P ‘)%
f¢§L{ . REF: (a) Canberra A-1520(b) Canberra 3433 (c) Canberra A-009
o pEer pieTAIBUTION :
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Following a discussion at the recent Premiers'
S R Ei/‘ Conference, the Federal Government announced that
! ' b the State Governments would have control of the sea
S Rt W :;, bed from the low-water mark to three nautical miles
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In addltlon, a joint Federal-State authority to control

nee ’? » * the remalnlng 197 nautical miles when the 200-mile
YOS T6%5 zone is proclaimed. The leglslatlon for the 200-mile
| zone is before the Senate and is expected to be passed
—t T T into law early in the next session of Parllament,
beginning in August (see ref b). <
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caofeem [ eee et Embassy Comment: Although agreement to give the StatQD
1w T e | orn control of the 3 mile zone has been reached, legislat
to give effect to this agreement is not expected to bﬁo
drawn up for two years. This agreement was one of the"
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few victories for the States at the recent Conferencew
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